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wished to buy for the State it was too late, for the corner in
Gauguin's canvases that had accumulated in Paris was
already being managed, and prices for his work were beginning
to rise above those that the State could afford,
Mette and Gauguin wrote less frequently to each other*
Their last meeting had left him with a certain inevitable
bitterness and her refusal to consider the journey with him
and their children to Oceania had made him lose his failing
interest in them. Only his daughter remained with him in his
mind as a person who had understood him and who, as she grew
older, might continue to understand him better* Of his three
surviving sons he makes no mention*
Mette had not been told of Gauguin's decision to leave
Europe for always, nor of his departure until he had gone.
It is probable that she heard the news through friends* If she
had refused to go with him Gauguin probably considered him-
self absolved from any obligation to inform her further of his
intentions. But Mette felt aggrieved and wrote to him to tell
him so, in more than one letter* Gauguin found her com-
plaining and her recriminations intolerable, and he replied
with a letter that for the moment put an end to their corre-
spondence* "If," he told her, "you must write to me in future
letters like those since my arrival, I ask you to stop* My work
is not finished and I must live: consider that and cease this
perpetual complaining which does you no good and which
harms me a great deal* I could reply to you (if only you had,
apart from your children, a heart that would understand)*. * *"
Mette wrote to him one more letter only, in the following year*
Charles Morice could not have made his request to Monsieur
Roujon at a time when a favourable result and a substantial
order would have been of greater use* Gauguin had been
obliged to go to the hospital at Papeete in July, being unable
longer to bear his suffering without proper treatment* He
intended to stay a month, and hoped to be "cured" at the end
of that time* De Monfreid and Schuffenecker had both
written by the previous mail to announce the arrival of money,